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Many thanks to several people



Jorge Noronha (USP) 

Jun Takahashi - co-chair (UNICAMP) 

Sandra Padula (IFT-UNESP) 

Sérgio Duarte (CBPF)

Edivaldo Moura Santos (UFRJ -> USP)
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• To each member of the organizing committee, for their hard work and patience

• To Zélia:
  competence + dedication + smile

• To Kodama: for the 
entropic contribution...

• To Sonia, for great coffee 
breaks and caipirinhas
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a “random” sample of what we 
receive from Kodama by email



5

Beautiful places and events he shares with us:
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News & Analysis 

Sidebands 
Boost for final African SKA bid 
A bid from southern Africa to host the 
Square Kilometre Array (SKA)- the world's 
next-generation radio telescope- received 
a last-minute boost last month when five 
Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) called on their colleagues to 
support radio-astronomy projects between 
Europe and South Africa. The MEPs wrote a 
declaration promoting astronomy 
partnerships with Africa and have asked 
other MEPs to sign the document by 
16 February. The MEPs say that European 
involvement in African radio-astronomy 
projects could stimulate socio-economic 
growth in the continent as well as "create a 
new range of market opportunities for both 
continents". Afnca is competing with a bid 
from Australia and New Zealand to host 
the facility, with a decision expected later 
this month. 

Crash landing for Phobos-Grunt 
Russia's first interplanetary mission in 
more than 15 years plummeted to the 
Earth last month as it re-entered the Earth's 
atmosphere before smashing into the 
Pacific Ocean. Phobos-Grunt, costing 
$163m and weighing 13 tonnes, was 
launched successfully on 8 November 
from Kazakhstan but, as it separated from 
its Zen it launch vehicle, its own propulsion 
system failed and the craft began to veer 
off course. Once it became clear that 
engineers could not establish contact with 
the probe, a fiery fall to Earth was 
mev1table. Finally, on 15 January, 
Phobos-Grunt entered the Earth's 
atmosphere and broke up on entry. The 
exact location of impact is still unknown 
and, as Physics World went to press, it 
remained unclear whether any of the 
remains had been salvaged. 

Japan looks to host the ILC 
Japan has announced that it will bid to 
host the International Linear collider (ILC) 
-the next big experiment in particle 
physics after CERN's Large Hadron 
Collider. In late December the prime 
minister of Japan, Yoshihiko Nod a, gave a 
speech at the ILC symposium held in Tokyo 
where he stressed the importance of 
accelerator science and outlined steps 
ahead for the project. "We will need to 
consider the international framework 
towards the realization of the ILC," he told 
the 150 delegates at the meeting. "I 
expect the community to provide easy-to-
understand explanations on the 
significance, value and potential of the ILC 
project." Media reports in Japan claim that 
a possible candidate site is in Kyushu, 
which is the southern-most island of Japan. 
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physicsworld .com 

Research methods 

Online tools seen as distraction for science 
Physical scientists use and access 
information in very different ways 
depending on the precise field they work 
in, according to a new report from the 
UK's Research Information Network, the 
Royal Astronomical Society and the 
Institute of Physics, which publishes 
Physics World. Google Scholar, for 
example, is used by 73% of Earth 
scientists and by 70% of nanosclentlsts to 
discover new research findings, but by 
just 13% of particle physicists and 7% of 
astrophysicists. Meanwhile, whereas all 
chemists and Earth scientists surveyed 
say they read online journals, only 38% of 
particle physicists do so, largely 
preferring preprint servers such as arXiv. 

Entitled Collaborative Yet Independent, the 
new report is based on interviews with 
51 researchers and focus-group sessions 
with 35 participants In seven different 
fields. It reveals that although physical 
scientists have led the way In using 
computers to analyse data, they are still 
fairly conservative when It comes to 
adopting new communications 
technologies, with formal publication in 
traditional journals " remaining the gold 
standard" for disseminating findings. 
Indeed, the report says that talking to 
peers and experts seems likely to remain 
one of the most important ways for such 
researchers to learn about new results. 

People 

Few physical scientists use blogs, 
Twitter, Open Notebook Science, social Iii :g networks, public wlkls or other "public-

-=-7:.:..----i! facing" technologies to share research 
Information, the report finds, although --.---i some particle physicists and 

.......li---''-li astrophysicists use internal, private wikis. 
i Most physical scientists view these 

services as "distractions" from their 
Publish or perish 
Papers remain the 
·gold standard" for 
science. 

communications with key colleagues-
the only exception being researchers 
involved in "citizen-science" projects such 
as Galaxy Zoo, which rely on close 
collaboration with members of the public. 
Indeed, three-quarters of particle 
physicists still use e-mail lists to find 
new information. 

Another issue the report highlights is 
the unwillingness of physical scientists to 
reference scientific databases, despite 
such scientific data increasing in volume 
and becoming ever easier to access. 
"There is little agreement on how to cite 
databases, or otherwise assign credit to 
the scientists and technicians 
responsible for the creation and 
maintenance of databases," the report 
says. But finding ways to assign credit Is 
important, It adds, because otherwise 
"those responsible for creating data have 
fewer career Incentives to engage in 
such efforts". 
Matln Durranl 

Mystery surrounds death of Oxford astrophysicist 
The circumstances around the death 
of a University of Oxford physicist at 
the home of a colleague last month 
still remain unclear. Astrophysicist 
Steve Rawlings, 50. a fellow of 
St Peter's College, was found dead on 
the evening of Wednesday II January. 
A postmortem examination carried 
out on last month proved 
inconclusive. "We arc all stunned 
here,·· Roger Davies. head of astro-
physics at Oxford. told Physics World. 
A 49-year-old man - reported to be 
Oxford mathematician Devinder Sivia 
- was arrested by police but later 
released on bail until 18 April. 

Rawlings was an observational cos-
mologist who worked on the physics of 
extragalactic radio sources and active 
galactic nuclei. He was involved in the 
Square Kilometre Array- a next-gen-
eration radio telescope that will be 
built in Australia or southern Africa-
and played a prominent role in the 

Cosmic pioneer 
Oxford Univers1ty 
astrophysicist Steve 
Rawlings, 50, passed 
away last month after 
a suspected heart 
attack. 

redeve lopment of the Goonh illy 
Satelli te Earth Station in Cornwall as 
a radio-astronomy facil ity. 

Rawlings completed a PhD at the 
University of Cambridge in astro-
physics and remained there to do post-
doctoral work before moving to 
Oxford in 1992. He became a lecturer 
in astrophysics and later a professor, 
serving as head of astrophysics at 
Oxford from 2006 to 2010. Rawlings 
also taught vector calculus to first-year 
undergraduates and was a Tutorial 
Fellow at St Peter's. 

A statement on the university web-
ite says "We are immensely sad to 

report the death of our much-loved 
colleague Professor Steve Rawlings. 
Steve has for many years been a cre-
ative and inspirational colleague, and 
we hall miss him greatly. The heart-
felt condolences and sympathies of all 
of us go out to his wife and family." 
Michael Banks 

Physics World ebruary 2012 

Text of Kodama’s message:

Interesting......
Be careful.
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Subject of Kodama’s message: Food!!
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The 4th daughter...
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On Wednesday Kodama showed this 
photo to show how he sees himself here 
and in other honorary circumstances...

Well, Kodama... This is how WE see you!

Samurai in action
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Dear Kodama: thank you so much for inspiring us all by 
just being yourself. One of a kind, and yet an example to 
be followed.

Happy birthday! Have some rest during the weekend - we 
have a lot to do and think about next week!!

Dear RANP participants, colleagues and friends: thank 
you all for coming. We hope to see you again very soon, 
in Rio!


